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Just the Facts, Ma’am: An Inclusion Quiz

Please indicate whether you think each statement is true or false.

	
	



1.	High quality inclusive programs adhere to a single national 	standard.			True		False

2.	Families of young children with disabilities can find inclusive 	programs in their community if they look hard enough.  
	True		False

3.	Inclusion can benefit children with and without disabilities, 	particularly the area of social development.  
	True		False

4.	A variety of factors (policies, resources, beliefs) influence the 	implementation of inclusion.  		True		False

5.	Partners with specialized knowledge and skill are not an 	important component of quality inclusive programs.
	True		False

6.	Collaboration among parents, teachers, and specialists is a 	cornerstone of inclusion.		True		False

7.	The quality of early childhood programs is negatively impacted 	when they include children with disabilities.
	True		False

8.	Most teachers feel comfortable and confident about including 	young children with disabilities.
	True		False

9. 	There is no national definition of inclusion.	True		False

What do we mean by quality and inclusion?

	
	



Things that we know impact quality
· Evidence-based curriculum
· Ratios
· Teacher preparation
· Wages
· Family involvement

Things that may be even more important

· Intentional teachers
· Individual attention
· Time to play
· Opportunities to speak and be listened to
Culturally and linguistically responsive practices

Definition of inclusion

Early childhood inclusion embodies the values, policies, and practices that support the right of every infant and young child and his or her family, regardless of ability, to participate in a broad range of activities and contexts as full members of families, communities, and society. The desired results of inclusive experiences for children with and without disabilities and their families include a sense of belonging and membership, positive social relationships and friendships, and development and learning to reach their full potential. The defining features of inclusion that can be used to identify high quality early childhood programs and services are access, participation, and supports.


Designing environments that support each child

	
	




Supportive learning environments
· Space – inside, outside
· Time - schedule
· Activities
· Materials
· Transitions

Interactions in those environments
· Teacher-child
· Teacher-other adults
· Teacher-family
· Child-child

Adaptations support all learners



A Child Might View Inclusion As . . .

	
	


													
 Do I usually feel welcome rather than captured? 

 Do I feel that I belong or am I just one of the crowd? 

 Am I usually addressed seriously and respectfully, rather than as someone who is "precious" or "cute"?
 
 Do I find most of the activities engaging, absorbing, and challenging rather than just entertaining or exciting? 

 Do I find most of the experiences meaningful, rather than frivolous or boring? 

 Am I usually glad to be here, rather than eager to leave? 


A Program Might View Inclusion As . . .

	
	


													
 Is the curriculum accessible to all children regardless of ability, needs, or background? 

 Can all children fully participate in the curriculum regardless of ability, needs or background? 

 Can children demonstrate what they known are able to do regardless of ability, needs, or background? 

 Does the program have curriculum goals that are clear and shared by all? 

 Is the curriculum comprehensive?

 Are successful partnerships built and maintained?
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