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Dual Language Learners

Who Are These Children?

Millions  of  young  children  in  the  United  States  grow  up  

acquiring  more  than  one  language  in  the  home,  commu-­

nity  and  early  care  and  education  (ECE)  settings.  These  

children,  between  the  ages  of  0–5  who  are  exposed  to  and  

-­

in  the  U.S.  rose  from  6  percent  in  1979  to  14  percent  in  

-­

older,  more  than  half  speak  a  language  other  than  English  

What Circumstances Characterize DLLs?

cultures  and  languages.  They  are  more  likely  than  

-­

tion  into  the  broader  society.  

-­

origins,  at  9  and  24  months,  those  with  an  immigrant  

mother  and  exposed  only  to  the  non-­English  language  

skills  upon  school  entry,  the  use  of  the  home  language  

-­

outside  of  schools.  Practices  in  the  home  and  school,  

including  language  exposure  and  use,  bear  meaningful  

How to Best Understand this  

Growing Population

  ! Means  a  complete  reorientation  from  assumptions  

-­

-­
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stream  cultural  practices  that  often  equate  differ-­

  ! Must  include  attention  to  the  mutually  constituting  

-­

-­

Research Informing Policy

Language and Literacy Development

  !

  ! -­

to  each  language  and  opportunities  to  use  both  

  !

  !

literacy  skills  in  English  that  are  lower  than  those  of  

during  their  preschool  experience.  They  can  reach  

-­

gual  peers  during  the  early  grades.

  !

acquisition  of  two  languages  in  the  early  years  has  

 

  ! Features  of  high  quality  ECE  (e.g.  intentional  teach-­

and  home-­school  relationships,  play  as  a  context  

teacher  ratios,  frequent  assessment  that  documents  

progress  and  informs  instruction,  parent  engage-­

  !

English,  is  probably  the  most  important  aspect  of  

  

through  two  languages  therefore  both  languages  

must  be  supported  through  intentional  instruction,  

-­

  ! Children  can  successfully  learn  two  languages  –  

order  to  learn  English  if  it  is  the  formal  language  

of  the  preschool  setting  –  but

-­

  ! -­

table,  and  well  constructed.  The  results  should  rep-­

  ! -­

tics  must  be  included  when  making  interpretations  

and  recommendations  about  the  academic  perfor-­
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Recommendations at the Federal Level

-­

Care  and  Education  settings.  

  !   

  

Guidelines  and  practices  for  early  and  accurate  

-­

portant  to  identify  the  language  abilities  and  prior  

knowledge  they  bring  to  early  childhood  education  

settings,  and  in  later  years,  to  school.  Federal  stat-­

-­

means  assessment  tools,  procedures,  and  purposes  

must  consider  the  unique  aspects  of  linguistic  and  

with  two  languages  as  well  as  the  social  and  cul-­

-­

able  about  children  from  culturally  and  linguisti-­

informed  judgments  about  the  appropriateness  of  

  ! Strengthen  Human  Capital  in    

  

-­

tings,  there  is  no  strategic  effort  to  prepare,  hire  

programs  to  acquire  competencies  to  foster  the  

Strengthening  the  human  capital  in  ECE  is  compli-­

cated  because  the  recruitment,  hiring,  and  train-­

should  underwrite  tests  of  programs  designed  to  

bicultural  preschool  and  early  elementary  teach-­

ers  and  bring  together  resources  that  can  assist  in  

recruitment  and  hiring.  This  includes  funding  and  

experimenting  with  teacher  preparation  programs  

to  recruit  more  bilingual  undergraduates  and  to  

-­

ment  on  these  competencies,  to  educators  currently  

working  in  ECE.  

  !   

  

Public  education  PreK-­12  systems  typically  lack  

coordination  of  the  instructional  programs  for  

language  learners  between  early  childhood  and  later  

entities,  while  allowing  room  for  explicit  support  

emotionally  through  dual  language  instructional  

approaches  in  ECE  programs.  When  plans  are  

requirement  should  be  included.

  !   

  

-­

grams  that  explicitly  support  their  home  language  

teach  English  and  home  language  skills  through  

content.  These  programs  integrate  monolingual  

English  speaking  and  dual  language  learners  in  the  

same  classroom,  thereby  fostering  linguistic  and  

-­

-­

-­

grams  cannot  be  utilized,  programs  should  support  

purposes  as  much  as  possible.



  !   

  

Expand  the  scope  of  the  national  databases  (e.g.,  

by  national  origin,  SES  (e.g.,  parent  education),  

-­

-­

  "  

About CECER-DLL

-­

-­

Programs  

for  related  references,  papers  and  briefs,  including  the  full  paper  that  
informed  this  brief,  Dual  Language  Learners:  Research  Informing  Policy.


