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Purpose of Session
1.  Identify what is known and not known about preschool inclusion and 

professional development

2.  Share information about the intentions of the National Professional 
Development Center on Inclusion (NPDCI)

3.  Generate through small group discussion the participants’ perceptions 
of key dimensions of high quality inclusive preschool classrooms, 
competencies of high quality inclusive teachers, and professional 
development that supports personnel and quality

Agenda
	 I.		Inclusion:	What	We	Know

• Almost 50% of young children with disabilities are being served in 
inclusive settings or natural environments (data available on Regional 
Resource & Federal Center Network, www.rrfcnetwork.org)

• Many preschool classrooms have children with disabilities enrolled 
(Wolery & Wilbers, 1995)

• Children with and without disabilities have positive developmental and 
behavioral outcomes in inclusive settings  
(Odom, Vitztum, Wolery, et al., 2004)

• In NC, early childhood programs which included at least one child with a 
disability were found to be of higher quality than non-inclusive programs 
(Buysse, Wesley, Bryant & Gardner, 1999)

• For inclusion to be an effective preschool option, high quality is 
necessary but not sufficient for children with disabilities to succeed 
(Odom et al., 2002) 

	 II.		Inclusion:	What	We	Don’t	Know	(or	Don’t	Have)
• There is no agreed upon definition of inclusion (Odom et al., 2002)
• Although we have evidence that inclusion works for children under 

the right conditions, and we know broadly what programmatic factors 
support good outcomes for children in inclusive settings (Odom, Vitzum, 
et al., 2004), there is a slim body of rigorous research on effective 
inclusion strategies

	III.		Professional	Development	Related	to	Inclusion:	What	We	Know
• Personnel in early care and education settings lack confidence and 

competence in serving young children with disabilities 
(Buysse, Wesley, Keyes, & Bailey, 1996) 

• Early childhood teacher preparation programs do not adequately prepare 
teachers to work with children with special needs  
(Chang, Early & Winton, 2005; Early, & Winton, 2001)

• Professional development providers do not get adequate preservice 
preparation on how to plan and implement professional development 
(Maxwell, Lim, & Early, 2006)

• States must show progress to US Dept. of Education in meeting 
standards and outcomes for children with disabilities and their families, 
including those related to inclusion, and professional development is 
one of the major strategies states are using (data available on Regional 
Resource & Federal Center Network, www.rrfcnetwork.org)
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• There are many early childhood 
professional development 
initiatives and programs, and 
they tend to be fragmented 
and disconnected (Winton, 
McCollum, & Catlett, 1997)

	IV.		Professional	Development	
Related	to	Inclusion:		
What	We	Don’t	Know	or		
Don’t	Have

• There is no consensus on 
a definition of professional 
development and related terms 
and approaches (Maxwell, Feild 
& Clifford, 2005)

• There is little rigorous research 
on effective professional 
development models and 
strategies (Cochran-Smith & 
Zeichner, 2005; Whitehurst, 2002; 
Winton, 2006)

	 V.		National	Professional	
Development	Center	on	
Inclusion	(NPDCI):		
What	We	Plan	to	Do	

• Our goal and focus  
(see NPDCI Fact Sheet)

• Broad conceptual framework 
with emphasis on collaboration, 
alignment and the change 
process

	VI.		Small	Group	Activity	to	
Generate	…

• Key dimensions of high quality 
inclusive classrooms

• Competencies of high quality 
inclusive teachers

• Professional development that 
supports personnel and quality

References 
Buysse , V., Wesley, P. W., Bryant, D., & Gardner, D. (1999). Quality of early childhood programs 

in inclusive and noninclusive settings. Exceptional Children, 65(3), 301-314.
Buysse, V., Wesley, P. W., Keyes, L, & Bailey, D. B. (1996). Assessing the comfort zone 

of child care teachers in serving young children with disabilities. Journal of Early 
Intervention, 20(3), 189-204.

Chang, F., Early, D., & Winton, P. (2005). Early childhood teacher preparation in special 
education at 2- and 4-year institutions of higher education. Journal of Early Intervention, 
27, 110-124.

Cochran-Smith, M., & Zeichner, K. (2005). Executive Summary. In M. Cochran-Smith & 
K. M. Zeichner (Eds.), Studying teacher education: The report of the AERA panel on 
research and teacher education (pp. 1-36). Mahwah, NJ: Erlbaum.

Early, D., & Winton, P. (2001). Preparing the workforce: Early childhood teacher 
preparation at 2- and 4-year institutes of higher education. Early Childhood Research 
Quarterly, 16, 285-306.

Fixsen, D. L., Naoom, S. F., Blase, K. A., Friedman, R. M., & Wallace, F. (2005). 
Implementation research: A synthesis of the literature. Tampa: University of South 
Florida, Louis de la Parte Florida Mental Health Institute.

Hiebert, J., Gallimore, R., & Stigler, W. (2002). A knowledge base for the teaching profession: 
What would it look like and how can we get one? Educational Researcher, 31(5), 3-15.

Hood, P. (2002). Perspectives on knowledge utilization in education. San Francisco: WestEd. 
Available online at http://www.wested.org/cs/we/view/rs/656

Maxwell, K. L., Feild, C. C., & Clifford, R. M. (2005). Defining and measuring professional 
development in early childhood research. In M. Zaslow & I. Martinez-Beck (Eds.), Critical 
issues in early childhood professional development (pp. 21–48). Baltimore: Brookes.

Maxwell, K. L., Lim, C-I., & Early, D. M. (2006). Early childhood teacher preparation programs 
in the United States: National report. Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina, FPG 
Child Development Institute.

Odom, S. L., Vitztum, J. Wolery, R., Lieber, J., Sandall, S., Hanson, M., et al. (2004). 
Preschool inclusion in the United States: A review of research from an ecological 
systems perspective. Journal of Research in Special Educational Needs, 4(1), 17-49. 

Odom, S. L., Schwartz, I. S., & ECRII Investigators. (2002). So what do we know from 
all this? Synthesis points of research on preschool inclusion. In S. L. Odom (Ed.), 
Widening the circle including children with disabilities in preschool programs (pp. 154-
174). New York: Teachers College Press.

Wesley, P. W., Buysse, V., & Skinner, D. (2001). Early interventionists’ perspectives on 
professional comfort as consultants. Journal of Early Intervention, 24(2), 112-128.

Whitehurst, G. J. (2002, March 5). Research of teacher preparation and professional 
development. Address to White House Conference on Preparing Tomorrow’s 
Teachers. Retrieved April 26, 2005 from http://www.ed.gov/admins/tchrqual/learn/
preparingteachersconference/whitehurst.html

Winton, P. (2006). The evidence-based practice movement and its effect on knowledge 
utilization. In V. Buysse & P. Wesley (Eds.), Evidence-based practice in the early 
childhood field (pp. 71–116). Washington, DC: Zero to Three.

Winton, P., McCollum, J., & Catlett, C. (Eds.). (1997). Reforming personnel preparation in 
early intervention: Issues, models and practical strategies. Baltimore: Brookes.

Wolery, M., & Wilbers, J. S. (1995). Introduction to the inclusion of young children with 
special needs in early childhood programs. In M. Wolery & J. S. Wilbers (Eds.), 
Including children with special needs in early childhood programs (pp.1-23). Washington, 
D.C.: National Association for the Education of Young Children.

http://www.fpg.unc.edu/~npdci
http://www.ed.gov/admins/tchrqual/learn/preparingteachersconference/whitehurst.html
http://www.wested.org/cs/we/view/rs/656

