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Checklist of Effective Partnerships with Families

What Should You See?

Bia Vou See 1EF

YES

NO

‘Enhanced Communication

Asking families open-ended questions about the people, laces, and activities that e important
tothem

Listening tofamilies’ perspectives without sharing your own opinions first

Learning about how farmiles prefer to communicate (e.g. phone, email inperson)

Using aninterpreter tosupport nteractions with family memberswho speak anather language.
Learning and using key words and phrases inthe languages ofthe children

‘Secking familes input o topics when there are differences that ne=cito be openly addressed
Being persistent about communicating with each family, even when they have not been
responsive thus far

Demonstrating how disagreements ordifferencesof opinion do notnterfere with your
commitment tothe family andchila

High Expectations

‘Asking families what they see a5 their chile's strengths
Focusing onthe chid'sstrengths and not just the child's needs
‘Asking families about goals for their chilg

Involing families inall decsions about their child
Celebrating with families aschildren meet new milestones

Respect

‘Asking families what s important toknow about thei cuture,languagels), celebrations, and
customs and showing genuine interest

Listening tofamilleswith particulr atention t nsights and nformation about cuftral and
linguistic peferences and piorties

‘Asking how you should agdress members of the family

Asking familieshow they have beeninvolved intheir chle's program in the past and how they
wouldlike to beinvolved in thefuture.

Reflecting the cultures and angusgesof families in each cassroom or program

Commitment

Holding meetings ot times and places suited othe families needs andavailabity whenever
possible

Reflecting the cultures, language(s),celebrations, customs and values of the familiesin
environments, interactions, and curriculum

Discussing ways tofind options that are responsive tofamilies”cufturalvalues
Developing and using a process or regularlysolciting and implementing nput from families to
inform program declsions
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